LI GHT- TRAFFI C ROAD USE —
TWO WAY OUT PROVI SI ON

BACKGROUND

The 1997 Session of the General Assenbly passed House Bill 967 that
allows forest products originating fromthe woodl ands to reach a first
mar ket over a light traffic road (typically posted as a 6 “»2ton per axle
rating). Either one of two of the shortest routes out can be used. The
bill originated from NCFA nenbers who sought to have options that
ensured safe travel around and avoi di ng popul ation centers and nore
hazar dous routes.

REGULATI ON FROM STATE STATUTES — SECTI ON 20
(c) Exceptions. - The foll ow ng exceptions apply to G S. 20-
118(b) and 20-118(e).

(1) Two consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a
gross wei ght of 34,000 pounds each wi thout penalty
provi ded the overall distance between the first and
| ast axl es of the consecutive sets of tandem axles
is 36 feet or nore.

(2) Wen a vehicle is operated in violation of G S. 20-
118(b) (1), 20-118(b)(2), or 20-118(b)(3), but the
gross wei ght of the vehicle or conbination of
vehi cl es does not exceed that pernmitted by G S. 20-
118(b) (3), the owner of the vehicle shall be
permtted to shift the load within the vehicle,
wi t hout penalty, fromone axle to another to conply
with the weight limts in the foll owi ng cases:

a. Where the single-axle | oad exceeds the
statutory limts, but does not exceed 21, 000
pounds.

b. VWere the vehicle or conbination of vehicles

has tandem axles, but the tandem axle wei ght
does not exceed 40, 000 pounds.

(3) When a vehicle is operated in violation of G S. 20-
118(b) (4) the owner of the vehicle shall be
permtted, wi thout penalty, to shift the |oad
within the vehicle fromone axle to another to
conply with the weight limts where the single-axle
wei ght does not exceed the posted limt by 2,500
pounds.

(4) A truck or other notor vehicle shall be exenpt from
such light-traffic road limtations provided for
pursuant to G S. 20-118(b)(4), when transporting
supplies, material or equi pment necessary to carry
out a farm ng operation engaged in the production
of nmeats and agricultural crops and |ivestock or
poul try by-products or a business engaged in the
harvest or processing of seafood when the
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destination of such vehicle and load is |ocated

solely upon said light-traffic road.

The light-traffic road linmtations provided for

pursuant to subdivision (b)(4) of this section do

not apply to a vehicle while that vehicle is
transporting only the following fromits point of
origin on alight-traffic road to either one of the
two nearest highways that is not a light-traffic
road:

a. Processed or unprocessed seafood transported
from boats or any other point of origin to a
processing plant or a point of further
di stribution.

b. Meats or agricultural crop products
transported froma farmto first nmarket.
c. Forest products originating and transported

froma farmor fromwoodl ands to first narket
Wit hout interruption or delay for further
packagi ng or processing after initiating

transport.

d. Li vestock or poultry transported fromtheir
point of origin to first market.

e. Li vestock by-products or poultry by-products

transported fromtheir point of originto a
renderi ng plant.

f. Recycl abl e material transported fromits point
of origin to a scrap-processing facility for
processing. As used in this subpart, the terns
"recycl able material" and "processing" have
the sane meaning as in G S. 130A-290(a).

g. Gar bage coll ected by the vehicle from
resi dences or garbage dunpsters if the vehicle
is fully enclosed and is designed specifically
for collecting, conpacting, and hauling
garbage fromresi dences or from garbage
dunpsters. As used in this subpart, the term
"gar bage" does not include hazardous waste as
defined in G S. 130A-290(a), spent nuclear
fuel regulated under G S. 20-167.1, |owleve
radi oacti ve waste as defined in G S. 104E-5,
or radioactive material as defined in G S.
104E- 5.

h. Treated sludge collected froma wastewat er
treatment facility.

i Appl es when transported fromthe orchard to
the first processing or packing point.

i- Trees grown as Christrmas trees fromthe field,
farm stand, or grove to first processing
poi nt.
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