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Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Application Questions 
How do I sign up? 
If you are interested in participating in a Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience, please submit an 
online application (applications for the 2023 program will open in spring 2023. Please email Jessica 
Ireland (jireland@ncforestry.org) for more information.  
 
Who should apply? 
The Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience is geared towards formal and non-formal educators with 
emphasis on 3rd-12th grade. 
 
I have attended a workshop before, can I sign up for a new experience? 
Previous participants are required to provide a lesson plan/activity that was created using the materials 
you received from your Experience. Participants will not be considered for program unless 
documentation is provided.  
 
I have been waitlisted for a workshop, but would really like to attend. 
If an experience is full, you will be placed on a waitlist. Individuals will be contacted in the order they are 
waitlisted.  
 
How can I pay for my registration fee? 
Accepted educators will need to pay a one-time registration fee. Payment is due two weeks after 
acceptance into the program and can be paid by check or credit card.  
 
 

Program Questions 
What are participant’s overnight accommodations? 
Participants will be provided with lodging for three nights (Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday) for each 
experience. Each participant will be provided with a single room.   
 
How do participants travel? 
Participants will travel to tour destinations by charter bus. Participants are responsible for their own 
travel arrangements to and home from the program.  
 
Are meals provided? 
All meals are provided for by the North Carolina Forestry Association and its sponsors (lunch and dinner 
on Monday, breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Tuesday and Wednesday, and breakfast and lunch on 
Thursday).  We will do our absolute best to accommodate dietary restrictions/preferences.  
 
How many CEUs and NC Environmental Education Certification credits can I earn? 
Participants have the ability to earn CEUs and NC Environmental Education Certification credit. 
Educators are responsible for submitting paperwork to their individual representatives. Credits vary 
each year and experience. Detailed information will be provided during the experience.  

mailto:jireland@ncforestry.org


Tel 919.834.3943  
Fax 919.832.6188  

North Carolina Forestry Association 
 

 
What is our Day-to-Day Schedule? 
Each day is a busy schedule filled with site visits, Project Learning Tree activities, networking 
opportunities, and more. The program starts at 11 a.m. on Monday at the hotel for orientation, followed 
by a field tour and dinner with the day concluding at 8 p.m. On Tuesday and Wednesday, we begin the 
day at 7:30 with a morning meeting and head out for a full day of field tours, usually returning to the 
hotel by 5 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. On Thursday, we wrap up the experience with Project 
Learning Tree activities and review and reflection.   
 
What sites and facilities should I expect to tour?  
Participants will have the opportunity to tour many branches of the forestry industry. This includes state 
/national forests, nature preserves, etc., sawmills, paper mills, logging operations, and tree nurseries. 
Participants should expect a fast-paced week, with extended moderate walking in wooded areas, stair 
climbing, and walking on raised open catwalks in mills and production facilities. We will be outside and 
inside in very hot facilities.  
 
All industry sites require closed toe and laced shoes (boots/sneakers,) long pants, and a shirt with 
sleeves (no bare shoulders permitted.) We will provide personal protective gear (hard hats, vests, ear 
and eye protection) for all participants.  
 
What conditions should I expect? 
Participants should expect summer weather. When in the classroom, we will be in temperature-
controlled conference rooms.  
 
During field trips, mills are open to the elements. Participants should expect any of the following: high 
temperatures, sunny conditions, pop up rainstorms, humidity, and insects.  
 
The Sustainable Forestry Teachers Experience will be held rain or shine. Should a severe weather 
incident occur, the program coordinator will be in contact with our participants.  
 
What materials will I receive? 
All participants will walk away from the experience equipped to teach sustainable forestry, natural 
resources, and environmental education topics in the “classroom.” Educators receive Project Learning 
Tree curriculum guides, books, lesson plans and activities, and a whole lot of SWAG!  


