
GOODS FROM THE WOODS ACTIVITY 
 

 
Overview: From the roots of a tree to the trunk, bark, branches, and leaves, every part of a tree can be 
used to make a product! In this activity, students will gain an appreciation of the how much we depend 
on trees for products we use in our daily lives.  

 Materials Needed: 

• Goods From the Woods box or bag or a selection of forest products from around your 
home/classroom (see list of products at https://www.ncforestry.org/education/education-
materials)  

• Optional: product cards (download from link above)  

Time Needed: 

• 30-45 minutes 

Background: 

Known as the birthplace of modern forest management, North Carolina is responsible for bringing 
sustainable forestry practices to the U.S. The Biltmore Forest School Forestry began in Asheville, NC in 
1895 and served as the first forestry school in the country. Now, over 125 years later, we are the “First 
in Forestry” state and continue to be at the forefront of creating a sustainable forestry model that 
allows our forests to stay healthy and productive for the future. 

North Carolina’s forests are among the state’s most valuable natural resource. With over 18 million 
acres of forested land, covering 61% of total land area in the state, trees provide many benefits to North 
Carolina’s citizens and communities, including areas for recreation, aesthetic beauty, shade, clean air 
and water, wildlife habitat, carbon sequestration, and more.   

Sustainably managed forests provide a renewable source of tree products. More than 5,000 products 
that we use every day come from trees. Hundreds of wood products are used in the construction or 
furnishing of homes. Extracts from roots, bark and leaves are derived from all parts of a tree.  For 
example, cellulose is a major component of wood and provides the plant with rigidity and support. 
Without cellulose, we would not have the variety of paper and paper products. It can also be mixed with 
other chemicals to make fabrics, shampoo and molded plastics! 

Doing the Activity: 

 
Introduction (10 minutes) 
 
Begin by asking students, what did you use today that was made from a tree? Did you know there are 
over 5,000 products that come from trees? We’re going to learn more about “goods from the woods” 
that we depend on every day! 

Part A: Does this come from a tree? (10 minutes) 
Using your Goods from the Woods Box or Bag (or products that you have gathered), ask students to vote 
on which objects are made from wood. You can lay the products out around the room and let students 
walk around and write their answers on a sheet of paper, or you can hold each product up one by one 
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and ask students to raise hands for “yes” or “no”.  After each vote, explain that the item did come from 
a tree and provide the information from the Goods from the Woods Insert sheet.  

TIP: Keep explanation of products generalized. Refrain from discussing what part of the tree is used, as 
the following activity will review this information.  

Part B: What part of a tree is my product from? (Choose one activity, 10-15 minutes) 

Now that we know that there are over 5,000 products that come from trees, do you know which parts of 
the tree these items come from? Before we discover the answers, let’s review the parts of the tree. Who 
can tell me the different parts of a tree?  

Print out the “Parts of a Tree Cards” from https://www.ncforestry.org/education/education-materials. 
Tape up the cards around the room with the tree part title facing out. Hold up one product at a time and 
ask students to raise their hand to explain what part of the tree they think each product comes from and 
place the product under that sign.  

After all products have been sorted, ask for volunteers to take down the tree part card at each station 
and read the information on the back. Encourage students to think about where they sorted the items. 
Is there a better place to re-sort the object?  

Optional: ask students to write a short essay describing how they depend on and appreciate products 
from trees. Students can share their essays and bring prompts to class.  

Questions? Need more Goods from the Woods resources? Contact Jessica Ireland, Director of Education 
Programs, North Carolina Forestry Association: jireland@ncforestry.org, 919-834-3943, ext. 3. 
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